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The end of term one has provided many opportunities for both students and 

staff to be involved in a variety of activities. 

 

The year 5 students returned from Sovereign Hill last Thursday, and although 

the weather wasn’t always pleasant, the students had a wonderful time. 

Monday at Narmbool camp provided our students with opportunities to 

broaden their knowledge on biodiversity and indigenous culture through art 

and aquatic sampling. The remaining days were based at Sovereign Hill. 

There were many highlights, including the evening sound and light show.   

Being able to join the students at Sovereign Hill and share in their 

experiences was a delight. The excitement of them panning for gold and their 

amazement at some of the stories relayed of the times was lovely to see.  

Our school community can be extremely proud of all students. The manner in 

which they conducted themselves and their interactions with Sovereign Hill 

staff and the general public gained much praise and positive feedback for 

their knowledge and conversation, as well as their curtesy and considerations 

of others. Well done year 5. Thank you to the staff who attended, enabling an 

informative and action packed four days.   

 

Last Friday 80 students from year five and six participated in the Summer 

Sport Lightning Premiership. Our students represented PLPS in the sports of 

Cricket, Basketball, Volleyball and Tennis. Although a little cold and wet, our 

students and staff had a very enjoyable day. Congratulations to all the 

students who participated and consistently demonstrated sportsmanship and 

teamwork throughout the day. Our tennis teams, both the girls and the boys 

finished the day champions of their competitions. Well done to both teams. 

They will have the opportunity to represent our district later in the year. 

Thank you to Mr Vann and Mr Seton our Physical Education teachers for their 

organisation of this event, as well other staff members who coached and 

encouraged teams throughout the day. 

 

It was not only our students who have been representing PLPS proudly, our 

staff have been busy representing us at some professional learning activities. 

 

Late last year two of our teachers, Monique Olszewski and Aaron Krug were 

asked and accepted the role of convening the Cardinia Schools Network 

Marrung Community of Practice. This Community of Practice provides 

opportunities for teachers across the network to come together to build and 

share their knowledge and understanding of Koorie Education in our schools. 

Last Friday, Monique and Aaron led the first CofP for 2023. Congratulations 

to them both for the work and recognition of the great work they have been 

involved in over recent years. 

Last Thursday and Friday we had a team of four teachers begin their “Leading 

Mathematics” professional learning program through the Victorian Academy 

of Teaching and Learning. Matt Lee, Katrina Ross, Emma Dalzotto and 

Rebecca Weinman will be involved in this program throughout the year, 

sharing their learning and expertise with all staff and continue to enhance the 

mathematical experiences for our students.    

 

Year 2 students participated in a Toy Science Incursion last Friday. The 

incursion provided students with opportunities to enhance and consolidate 

their learning with a variety of toys from different cultures and throughout 

history that utilize a range of scientific concepts. One of the highlights the 

students thoroughly enjoyed was designing, creating and testing their own 

boats made from recycled materials.  

 

On Monday our Year 3 students travelled to the Melbourne Museum to 

support their current unit of inquiry, “Victoria Then and Now”. They visited a 

variety of exhibitions to enhance their learning on how Victoria has changed 

over time. Some points of particular interest to the students were the 

exhibitions of ‘The Melbourne Story’, the dinosaurs and ‘Bugs Alive’. 

 

 

Yesterday morning our basketball courts were a sea of colour with our 

students in years Prep, One and Two parading their Easter Bonnets for their 

peers and families. It was great to see many family members come along and 

join in the celebration and fun. Thank you to Ms Clarkson for enhancing the 

festivities through her entertaining commentary throughout the parade. 

Thank you to all our students and families for the time and effort put into 

creating the lovely bonnets. 

 

Our Easter Raffle was also drawn yesterday and the winners for each of the 

home groups have been contacted. The list of our winners was posted on 

Compass yesterday afternoon.  

 

A big thank you to our Parents Association for the collation of the amazing 

Easter hampers for the raffle and to our school community for supporting this 

event through donations and the purchase of tickets. The raffle has raised 

$3034.15. I look forward to working with our student leaders to discuss how 

these funds will be used to support initiatives for our students.   

 

Yesterday we conducted our house athletics carnival off site at the Edwin 

Flack Athletics Track in Berwick. The students in year four, five and six 

participated in a variety of track and field events throughout the day. Once 

again, the students really enjoyed using these facilities. The House results are 

still being calculated and will be shared with the students when they are 

ready. 

 

The athletics carnival also provides the opportunity for our students to qualify 

to compete at the District Athletics Carnival being held later in the year.  

 

Thanks again to Mr Seton and Mr Vann for their organisation and preparation 

that enabled the carnival to proceed very smoothly, together with other staff 

members.  I would also like to extend my thanks to the many parents who 

attended the athletics day and provided support and encouragement to our 

students as they competed. 

 

The Fun Run House results were shared with our students at our whole school 

assembly this morning. They were: 

1st place – Creekwood 

2nd place – Botanic 

3rd place – Waterford  

4th place – Parkway 

The points were very close with only 54 point separating 1st to 4th. 

Congratulations to Creekwood, this being their first win of our Cross Country 

– Fun Run. 

 

A reminder to families of students in years Prep and One. Tickets are currently 

on sale for the Junior Concert ‘The World of Disney’, being performed the 

second week of next term on Tuesday, May 2nd and Wednesday, May 3rd at 

the Cardinia Cultural Centre. Tickets can be purchased online or in person at 

the Cardinia Cultural Centre.  

 

Second term commences on Monday, April 24th. A reminder that ANZAC Day 

being on Tuesday, April 25th, will be a public holiday. 

 

Wishing everyone a safe, relaxing and enjoyable holiday break. 
 
 
Kerrie Kingston-Gains  
Principal 

Principal’s Report 



Admin News 
 

  DIARY DATES 
 

 

 

 

Monday 24th April: Term 2 commences 

 

Tuesday 25th April: ANZAC Day Public Holiday  

 

Friday 29th April - Friday 9th June: Yr 5/6 Winter Interschool Sports  

 

Monday 1st May - Friday 12th May: Year 2 Swimming Program 

(Year 2’s do not swim on Wednesdays) 

 















 

 

 

If you are in Year 3-6 and would like to participate in this year’s VPRC please fill 
out this expression of interest and return it to the school office and Miss   
McMillan will send you more information. 
Student Name(s) and Grade ……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Dear Parents and Students, 

Pakenham Lakeside Primary School proudly participates 
in the Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge initiative.  It 
runs in yearly cycles and is a fantastic opportunity to get 

your children enjoying reading. 
 

Our Prep, Year 1 and 2 students will be completing the 
challenge at school with their class. If you are in Year 3, 4, 
5 or 6 and would like to participate in the challenge please 

fill out the expression of interest form in this newsletter 
and send it back to school and I will send you out more  

information. 
 

Year 3 – Year 6 are required to read fifteen books. Ten or 
more must be from the challenge booklists. Booklists are 
available in the LRC and the majority of the library book 
collection are challenge books. You must finish reading 

your fifteen challenge books by the end of  August. 
 

On completion of the challenge all successful participants 
will receive a certificate of congratulations from the      

Victorian Premier.   
 

Please visit www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge 
 for more information. 

 

Have fun reading! 
Narelle McMillan 

Library Technician 



 
 

Easter Raffle Winners 2023 
 

Congratulations to the following students who were winners of the Easter raffle hampers 

 
 

END OF TERM 1 
Dear Parents, 
 
Please note that with tomorrow, Thursday 6th April, being our final day for the term, school will finish at 2:15pm.  
 
Please make the necessary arrangements for your child to be collected at this earlier time. Our OSHClub will also be operating from 
the earlier time. 
 
Term 2 will commence on Monday 24th April. 
 
Wishing you all a very happy holiday break. 
 

Kerrie Kingston-Gains 
Principal  
 

Ekamnoor Prep B Ryder 3M 

Shane Prep C Nate 3O 

Mark (Hayley) Prep D Mika 4A 

Thea Prep J Haileigh 4C 

Isla Prep K Paddy 4G 

Hudson Prep Y Scarlett 4R 

Eliza 1E Mehardeep 4W 

Elijah 1H Emilia 5A 

Connor 1K Chloe J 5K 

Maddox 1L Alyssa 5S 

Ahaan 1W Dejan 5U 

Evie 2B Mursal 5W 

Everly 2F Pat (Kayleigh) 6F 

Harry 2H Abigail 6G 

Abhay 2O Patrick 6H 

Jethro 2P Alexis 6L 

Ava 3D Xavier 6W 

Loki 3L     



 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
Sharing of food 

 

Sharing of food items is NOT permitted at PLPS, 
due to reasons associated with health, safety and 

family beliefs and choice.  Food cannot be          
distributed to other students: this includes food 
items to celebrate birthdays. Non-food items can 

be shared for birthdays, if so desired. 
 

When food items are being used within the 
teaching and learning programs at school,       

communications will be posted on Compass to 
parents and carers outlining the food items        
being used.  Parents will have the option to       

discuss implications for their child or opt out of 
these activities. 

 

 

Parking Around the School 
 

Street parking is available along  
Shearwater Drive and Everly Circuit.  

 
Please be courteous to our surrounding residents, when parking, 

dropping or collecting students from school - obey parking 
signs, do not park in or over driveways.  

We ask that you leave enough time to drop off and pick up      
children in a safe and legal manner. 

 

Canteen News 
 
 

 The first day for       
canteen for Term 2 

will be:  
Thursday 27th April. 

 

Lunch Boxes  
&  

Drink Bottles 
 

Attention: Parents 
 

Could you please ensure you 
label all lunch boxes and 

drink bottles so these can be 
returned to students should 

they misplace them. 

 



Please note:  All tickets for PLPS concerts being performed at Cardinia Cultural Centre 
are now required to be purchased through the CCC, not at our school office. 

 

Tickets are now on sale for our Prep and Year 1 families.  
Prices are – Adults $18 and Children (under 16 years) $15. Children aged 3 years and 

under are free when not occupying a seat (sitting on your lap). Tickets can be           
purchased online, over the phone or in person at the CCC. If you have any queries     

regarding ticket purchasing, please contact the Cardinia Cultural Centre on 1300 887 
624. Their operating hours are Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm.  In order to ensure that there are 
no families left without tickets, a maximum of three tickets in total can be purchased 

per family over both performances. This decision has been taken to ensure that as 
many immediate family members as possible can see our children perform.  Our     

venue has a seating capacity of 356.  Any tickets that have not been sold during the 
first round will be available to purchase when a second round sale is advertised on the 

1st of May. 
This is the live link to purchase concert tickets with-  

https://CARDINIA.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/106489 
 

DVD & USB recordings of the performance will be available to purchase.  More           
information regarding purchasing will be distributed at a later date. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcardinia.sales.ticketsearch.com%2Fsales%2Fsalesevent%2F106489&data=05%7C01%7CNarelle.McMillan%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cc8d5190ef79a45050add08db25bcc4ec%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund Applications 
 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, 
camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,           
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, 
you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refu-
gee families. 
 
Payment amounts for 2023 are $125 for eligible primary school students.  Payments are made   
direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities 
for the benefit of your child. 
 
It is important that funding made available in 2023 supports students to participate in school 
trips, camps and sporting activities this year rather than being held for future years. This funding 
can also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from previous years.  
 
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application 
form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 
 
If you are new to our school this year or if you would like to apply for the first time, please      
complete an application form and return it to our school office as soon as possible.  Applications 
for the CSEF program for 2023 close on 23rd June 2023. 
 
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the      
Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page -        
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/resources. 
 
Check with our school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school 
office as soon as possible. 
 
Kind Regards 

 
Kerrie Kingston-Gains 
Principal 
 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/resources



















